GBC Connection

In the month of February, Valentine’s Day is unsadly
celebrated. It is an opportunity for us to expm@sslove for others
and show our appreciation. However, we would giéa that we can’t
limit the expression of our love to one day a yéat,it's something
that we have to practice daily in our relationshiperder for them to
grow and survive.

How we exercise our love really defines who we alenathan
Edwards says that love is the fountain that evergtpours out of
(Edwards, 14). Our love of someone or something is manifestezlin
actions. For example, if we love money we will bavzeal directed
towards making and possessing money. | think welavall agree that
the desires of our heart, those things we lovectiour pursuits in life.

The book of John speaks a great deal about whatdosuld
look like. John 14:15 says, “If you love me, yoill wbey what |
command”. So we see, and as Pastor Ross explaineyg that our
love results in obedience to Jesus’ commands.e lfruly love God,
then the desire of our heart will be to obey Him.contrast to this, a
little further on in the chapter Jesus says, “H®\@bes not love me
will not obey my teaching” (Jn.14:24). This isexry serious and
challenging question. | ask myself, “Do | practai@edience in my life
to God’'s commands?” ... “Does my life really showtthilove God?”

If love is the fountain that everything else poows of, and is
foundational to who | am as a person, then it aglla delight to obey
God. If my obedience seems burdensome, then saynthat | truly
love God more than earthly things? God desiresi$do love out of
delight, not out of duty. He wants us to experielappiness and joy in
the practice of our love for Him. What is a praatizay that we can do
this?

Making the Connection

Jesus repeatedly tells his disciples in John 1384,2; 15:17
to “Love one another”. Jesus calls us to showawe of Him by
loving one another. John Piper puts it like thigve is the overflow
of joy in God which gladly meets the needs of adhetiper, 102). Loving
others is to be our earthly ministry — it's our sis. Nevertheless,
our ministry to love is not exclusively for othehistians, but God

commands us to also love our neighbour (Mk.12:3@nce, genuine
love for God means that we should love others emdoghare the
message of Christ with them, support them and farathem. The
great commission, “Go into all the world and prettehgood news to
all creation” (Mark 16:15) is for every Christidmgcause in Christ we
all have a new capacity to love. We don’t havbda gifted
evangelist, teacher, or preacher to make connectiod share our
lives with others.

Happiness and joy will be a result of our obedeetaclove
others because we will be able to experience Ga#limgthrough us.
God will stretch us and grow us, and fill our heafttwve are willing to
be obedient.

I'd like to borrow Ross’s phrase, “Eternity hangshe
balance”. We know that in a moment our lives carctianged forever.
We don’t know how much time we have on this edrth,at the end of
our lives do we want to look back and see that asted it on our self
or the love of earthly things, rather than the loebedience and love
for others?

Taking Action

| am a practical person, and | try not to makeghisound easy
when | know myself | find them difficult. Lovingtlers is not always
easy. lItis not always easy to open us up andilmerable with
people. However, we are commanded to do it -ev¥e.l If you would
like to take the challenge to love, here are sdrmgs | invite you to
consider: 1) Write down the name of an unsavedqoéfamily that
you would like to make a “connection” with in thenth of March. 2)
Write down one way that you can make this connadjie. meeting
for coffee, taking them a meal, taking extra timepeak to them at
work, inviting them out to a function, etc...). 3p@mit this
person/family to the Lord in prayer. 4) Act on tteanmand to love
and do what you wrote down in #2. 5) Have couragggus tells us
that that if we ask anything in his name he willid@ohn 14:14).

- Anon
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